NEWSLETTER
JUNE 2022

Greetings, Friends of PFLAG Leonardtown!
Happy Pride Month!
Welcome to the special PRIDE edition of our monthly newsletter! June is packed
full of exciting events, I’ve included everything we know of so far, but be sure to
keep an eye on our social media accounts in case anything else comes up! Now,
let's dive into this special edition newsletter for LGBTQ History, Entertainment,
Events, and other information!
Do you know why Pride is celebrated in June? This year recognizes the 53rd
anniversary of the Stonewall Riots which took place in June 1969. Our
community takes this month to recognize the efforts of past & present LGBTQ+
activists, highlight the need for continued commitments toward ending
injustice, and celebrate the diversity and culture of our community.
Honoring our history comes with additional layers of urgency this June. From
harmful legislation, the continued attack on our educators advocating for
inclusivity, and states criminalizing gender-affirming care, it is so very important
to study our past. Unfortunately, opponents of our rights are trying to erase not
only the progress we have made but the knowledge of that progress. See below
or this article, 15 Essential Plays, Books, and Movies for Understanding the
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History of Queer Liberation, for more information. (Pulled out a few from the
article)
Essential Plays, Books, and Movies for Understanding the History of Queer
Liberation

The Ladder (1956–1970) — available on the Internet
Archive
Published for over a dozen years, The Ladder was the United States’
first nationally distributed lesbian publication.

8 (2011) — available on Audible and on YouTube
Dustin Lance Black and Kate Sullivan Gibbens’ riveting play portrays
the closing arguments of Perry v. Schwarzenegger, the 2010 federal
trial that overturned Proposition 8, a ballot measure that had banned
same-sex marriage in California. 8 premiered on Broadway in 2011
and a year later it was broadcast worldwide from the Ebell of Los
Angeles with an A-list cast — including Brad Pitt, George Takei, and
Jesse Tyler Ferguson — who helped draw greater attention to the
continuing battle to legalize same-sex marriage nationwide.

Pay It No Mind: The Life and Times of Marsha
P. Johnson (2012) — streaming on Vimeo
Pay It No Mind references drag queen, gay rights activist, and
Stonewall upriser Marsha P. Johnson’s middle name — and
like that middle name, this documentary by Michael Kasino is just as playful while also
revering one of the most important LGBTQ+ icons of the twentieth century.

Visions of Us: LGBTQ+ Latine Representations in
TV & Film (2021) — all four parts available on
YouTube
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More history about various topics can be found here:
Pride Flags 101: Everything You've Ever Wanted to Know About Gay, Trans, and
Other Pride Flags
LGBTQ Rights Timeline in American History
What is Pride Month? Everything you need to know about the LGBTQ observance
Looking for some new books this month? Check out these LGBTQ+ Books!
Adult Selections

1) Last Call at the Nightingale - Katharine Schellman 2) Captain Ni’mat’s Last Battle Mohamed Leftah, Lara Vergnaud 3) Fruiting Bodies - Kathryn Harlan 4) How We Fight
For Our Lives - Saeed Jones 5) Light From Uncommon Stars - Ryka Aoki 6) Love & Other
Disasters - Anita Kelly 7) Love In the Big City Sang Young Park 8) The Charm Offensive Alison Cochrun 9) The Chosen and the Beautiful - Nghi Vo 10) Double Booked - Lily
Lindon 11) The Perfect Crimes of Marian Hayes 12) A Lady For A Duke - Alexis Hall

Join the St Mary’s County Library Romance Book Club June 15th for their
Pride Month Selection: A Lady’s Guide to Celestial Mechanics by Olivia Waite
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Young Adult Selections

1) Dark Rise by C.S. Pacat 2) Beyond the Gender Binary by Alok Vaid-Menon 3) Can’t
Take That Away by Steven Salvatore 4) Crownchasers by Rebecca Coffindaffer 5) Ace
of Spades by Faridah Àbíké-Íyímídé 6) Flamer by Mike Curato 7) Gearbreakers by Zoe
Hana Mikuta 8)The Ghosts We Keep by Mason Deaver 9) Here the Whole Time by Vitor
Martins 10) I Am Not Starfire by Mariko Tomaki and Yoshi Yoshitani 11) Last Night at
the Telegraph Club by Malinda Lo 12) Marvel’s Voices: Pride

Children’s Books

1) Small Knight and the Anxiety Monster - Manka Kasha 2) From the Stars in the Sky to
the Fish in the Sea - Kai Cheng Thom, Kai Yun Ching, Wai-Yant Li 3) When Aidan
Became a Brother - Kyle Lukoff, Kaylani Juanita 4) Call Me Max - Kyle Lukoff, Luciano
Lozano 5) Riley Reynolds Crushes Costume Day - Jay Albee

Find More at https://lgbtqreads.com/
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Local Action: Add your name to the Open Letter to the Board of Education of St.
Mary’s County
St. Mary’s County Public Schools has committed to equitable access to rigorous and
relevant learning, making students feel safe and supported in their academic, social, and
emotional growth, and supporting students’ preparation for a balanced lifestyle.
However, discriminatory policies, procedures, and ideologies compounded by a lack of
proactive measures have created barriers for LGBTQ+ students and families directly impacting
the ability to learn and feel safe. According to the latest national school climate survey
from GLSEN:
● 95+% of LGBTQ+ students have heard ‘gay’ used in a negative way and other
homophobic remarks including ‘dyke’, ‘faggot’, and ‘no homo’ at school.
● 72+% of LGBTQ+ students report avoiding school functions and extracurriculars
because they felt unsafe or uncomfortable at school.
● Over 50% of students reported hearing homophobic remarks from teachers or
school staff; 67% reported negative remarks from staff regarding student gender
expression.
● Approximately 60% of LGBTQ+ students have personally experienced an LGBTQ+
discriminatory policy or practice at school; policies include bathrooms, public
displays of affection, locker rooms, chosen names/pronouns, dress code violations,
LGBTQ+ topics or clubs, school sports & dances.
● 31% of LGBTQ+ students missed an entire day of school because they felt unsafe
and are 3 times as likely to be absent when they experience discrimination at school.
● 97+% of LGBTQ+ students can identify at least one staff member at school that is
supportive of LGBTQ+ students.
We call on the Board of Education to affirm their commitment to LGBTQ+ students
and families across St. Mary’s County by:
1. Developing supportive educators through professional development on topics
related to inclusive classroom practices, social-emotional learning, and addressing
anti-LGBT harassment.
2. Establishing comprehensive policies including anti-bullying, harassment, suicide
prevention, and facility accessibility policies that specifically address LGBTQ+
students.
3. Adopting inclusive curriculum & resources that create a more positive self-awareness
for LGBTQ students by acknowledging their perspectives & experiences.
4. Supporting peer social groups, such as GSAs (gender & sexualities or gay-straight
alliances), to create a stronger school connectedness and improved school climate for
LGBTQ+ students.
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These measures are imperative to ensuring all students, educators, and families are
celebrated and affirmed, regardless of their sexual orientation, gender identity, race, religion,
language, or disability. Thanks to the Board, Superintendent, administrators, and our
amazing educators for your dedication to ALL students in St. Mary’s County Public Schools.
Sincerely,
PFLAG Leonardtown
Click here to sign the above letter and let the Board of Education of St. Mary's
County know that our community needs them to ACT NOW to protect our most
vulnerable students!

Then: Come to the SMCPS Board Meeting to voice your opinion to the Board of
Ed Members or support PFLAG as we attend and present our letter with
signatures to the Board of Education.
Board of Ed Meeting: Wednesday, June 22 6PM
__________________________________________________________________
We are still looking for more board members and committed volunteers! If you
or anyone you know is interested in helping us plan our events and keep this
organization running please have them email us with a resume or short bio at
pflag.leonardtown@gmail.com. We are very interested in family members,
friends, and allies of the LGBTQIA+ community as board members, so don’t be
shy if you’re not directly part of the community.
Yearly membership Dues for PFLAG Leonardtown run from October through
September which means that it’s time to renew your membership with us so you
can stay up to date on what’s going on and vote in our annual elections. We
appreciate all of our members who continue to support our efforts to Educate,
Support and Advocate for the LGBTQIA+ community in Southern Maryland.
Thank you all!! Dues can be easily paid online through our website at:
www.pflagleonardtown.org.
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Pride is coming back to Southern Maryland! Save the
date for October 9, 2022! If you are interested in
volunteering, sponsoring, or being a vendor at SOMD
Pride’s celebration please contact Tammy at
pridesomd1@gmail.com or visit pridesomd.com

THANK YOU @somdspicestudio! Spice Studios
hosted a Pride Piloxing class, raising over $200 for
PFLAG Leonardtown! Thank you so much for your
support!

Monthly Peer to Peer Meeting Schedule:
Peer to Peer Meeting Info: **No Meeting In June**
Youth: Wednesday, July 20th, 6:15-7:45 pm
Location: HYBRID @ Leonardtown Library & Zoom:
Adult: Wednesday, July 27th, 6:15-7:45 pm
Location: HYBRID @ Leonardtown Library & Zoom:
Zoom link will go out in the next newsletter!

7

Upcoming Events
Friday, June 10 - Sunday, June 13: DC Capital Pride
Sunday, June 12th, 11 am - 2 pm: Pride Picnic - FREE!
37880 New Market Turner Rd, Mechanicsville, MD 20659

Wednesday, June 15th, 7:30-8:30 - St Mary’s County Library Virtual Romance
Book Club - Pride Book
Wednesday, June 22, 6:00 - 8:00 PM - SMCPS Board Meeting
June 22 - 25: Baltimore Pride
Sunday, June 25 10 am - 3pm: Pride Day at the Bay! Mallows Bay Pride Event

Keep an eye on our social media for more upcoming events!
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Wishing you a happy and healthy Pride Month!

PFLAG Leonardtown
Family of The Heart
Need Help?
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/resources/
National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-273-8255
https://itgetsbetter.org/get-help/
Trans Lifeline : 1-877-565-8860
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